Reimagine Bates Street 
Redesign Bates Street between 2nd Avenue and the Boulevard of the Allies to allow improved transit access, and better bicycle and pedestrian amenities. This redesign should also be part of hillside stabilization efforts in the area and include native habitat restoration. Between Bates Street and Bouquet Street, focus improvements on expanding street width to allow a left turn from the Boulevard onto Bates Street, and reducing conflicts between auto uses and pedestrians.
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What we heard
· Public transit is desired on or on a path parallel to Bates Street, with a preference for a dedicated transit lane so transit users avoid getting slowed down by private vehicle congestion      
· Many transit routes for commuters and visitors from the Mon Valley traveling to Oakland require passing through downtown, and there is not an easy direct route into Oakland from the Mon Valley. The lack of public transit on Bates Street between Second Ave and Boulevard of the Allies contributes to this. These conditions encourage more single-occupancy car trips to Oakland and exacerbate the parking challenges and parking demand in Oakland as well as traffic congestion and transportation safety issues.
· Parking challenges in Oakland contribute to secondary effects, encouraging property owners to rent out land for parking spaces instead of other uses, such as planting or retaining trees. 
· There is a desire for a better bike connection between Oakland and the Eliza Furnace Trail, and Bates Street does not currently provide a safe connection. The sidewalk presents difficulties for pedestrians.
· There is interest in the reconstructing the Frazier Street Steps to link South Oakland to Bates Street, improving neighborhood connectivity and access. 


When to start
0-2 years

Duration
5 years

Estimated costs
$$

Illustration(s)
TBD

Project goals and components
· Separate from the Oakland Plan, PennDOT is seriously exploring a project to widen Bates to four lanes between Second Ave and Boulevard of the Allies. Many details are pending at the time of the Oakland Plan’s completion. 
· City and regional leadership should advocate for public transit on Bates Street as a critical element of any major infrastructure changes, and explore the possibility of adding dedicated transit. Bicycle and pedestrian access improvements, including a bike connection to the Eliza Furnace Trail and the reconstruction of the Frazier Street Steps, should also be incorporated.   
· Bike facilities should ensure adequate safety and buffering measures to protect cyclists on the highly trafficked vehicle route that is Bates Street. 
· Improved lighting should be provided. Hillside stabilization and naturalization measures should be considered in the Bates Bowl area. 

Project lead(s)
PennDOT is actively leading its own project. 
DOMI, DCP, PAAC and OTMA should take lead roles in voicing the Oakland community’s needs. 

Project partner(s)
OPDC, Oakland institutions, BikePGH, others 

