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PITTSBURGH HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Updated Design Guidelines



PROJECT OVERVIEW

• Establish a set of design guidelines for the 
designated Historic District

• Easy-to-follow guides (including graphics and 
photographs) informed by public input

• Partially funded through a Certified Local 
Government (CLG) Grant 

• Help owners go through the permitting process



• Best practices for treatment of buildings in the historic 
district

• Tool kit for property owners, contractors, city staff, and the 
Historic Review Commission to make appropriate and 
logical decisions on projects that impact historic properties

• Based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties, but specific and tailored 
to the district

WHAT ARE DESIGN GUIDELINES?



• Any property within the boundary of the local historic 
district that is making exterior modifications visible from a 
public right-of-way

• Windows
• Doors
• Roof
• Painting
• New Construction
• Demolition
• Site Improvements
• Building Signage, etc.

WHO ARE DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR?



HISTORIC DISTRICTS

SCHENLEY FARMS MEXICAN WAR STREETS EXPANSION

EAST CARSON STREETROSLYN PLACE



TWO DOCUMENTS

GENERAL DESIGN GUIDELINES DISTRICT SPECIFIC DESIGN GUIDELINES



PROCESS – MWSE/RP/SF

Aug 
• Project Kick-Off/Discovery

Oct – Dec 
2024

• Public Meeting #1

• Gather Feedback

Nov 2024– 
April 2025

• Draft Guidelines

April 2025

• Public Meeting #2

• Review Draft Guidelines

May – June 
2025

• May 14, 2025 – Feedback Deadline*

• Consultant to Revise Guidelines

June 9, 2025

• Schenley Farms Development 
Activities Meeting*

July 2, 2025

• HRC Briefing to Introduce 
Guidelines

August 6, 
2025

• HRC Hearing & Action to Approve 
Guidelines*

*PUBLIC COMMENT/SUPPORT OPPORTUNITY



PROCESS – EAST CARSON STREET

Sept 2024 
• Project Kick-Off/Discovery

Sept 23, 
2024

• Meeting with LRC

Oct 15, 2024

• Public Meeting #1 – Neighbor Night

• Gather Feedback through Survey

Nov 2024– 
April 2025

• Draft Guidelines

June/July 
2025

• Meeting with LRC

• Review Draft Guidelines

July 2, 2025

• HRC Briefing to Introduce 
Guidelines

July 17, 2025

• Development Activities Meeting* 
(Estimated)

Sept 3, 2025

• HRC Hearing & Action to Approve 
Guidelines(Estimated)*

*PUBLIC COMMENT/SUPPORT OPPORTUNITY



WHAT WE’VE HEARD - MWSE/RP/SF

Two Public Meetings & Engage Pgh Page

• Consider more cost-effective material options/affordability

• Address hierarchy of facades (back yards are less important)

• Concerns about disrepair and general maintenance

• Address modifications for accessibility needs

• Tailored, local guidelines would be helpful

• Balance artistic expression and historic preservation (MWSE)

• Equitable and consistent enforcement is an issue

• Streamline the HRC process

• Increase predictability of the HRC Process



WHAT WE’VE HEARD – EAST CARSON STREET

122 Responses to the Public Survey

• Love the buildings, but disappointed about disrepair

• Value commercial businesses as well as the eclectic, Victorian feel. BALANCE.

• Concern about expectations of the historic district given the economic 
conditions.

• Guidelines around signage (eliminate temporary signage)

• Reasonable guidelines

• Consistency in guidelines and enforcement

• Eliminate billboards

• Make the approval process faster



HRC BRIEFING COMMENTS & RESPONSE

In response to comments during the HRC Briefing, we have made 
the following adjustments:

• Revised solar panel guidelines, considerations, and diagram for 
all historic district guidelines.

• Removal of glossary from each district-specific guidelines 
document; the glossary is only in the front-end General 
Guidelines document.
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