PSG TA Q&A 3.17.26
Does income need to be verified before application?
· If you do not income-verify before you submit your application, it will not detract from your application being selected. However, we HIGHLY recommend having a plan in place for when your application is selected. 
Did you say a copy of this presentation is available somewhere?
· Slides will be available on Engage PGH
Can you go over what the procurement question will look like on the application?
· On the application, there will be a question if you have a procurement policy. If you select yes, you will have to upload it. If you do not currently have a procurement policy, be aware that you will need to have one to be contracted for these funds.
 Would our community garden (which is partnered with our church) qualify for this kind of grant? 
· No, this grant is focused on programs that directly serve individuals
We are not a food bank, so I know we can’t include food in the request. However, should our group's snacks be a part of the total budget we cite?
· Include snacks in your total project budget, but please do NOT include them under what the grant request budget. 
Is there a matching requirement for these funds?
· There is no matching requirement, but these are reimbursement grants, so you must spend money before being reimbursed. Your program should be able to happen with or without the grant fund.
For personnel costs, would the documentation requirements be the same as last year- timesheets and paystubs?
· Personnel reimbursement requires timesheets showing grant-funded and total hours worked, signed by the employee and a supervisor, as well as a paystub showing wages earned for each timesheet
 Do you need timesheets for full-time staff?
· Yes, full-time staff must also have timesheets.
Public Service TA Session #2 Q&A

I have concerns over the proposed new requirements for SAM.gov, especially given the anti-Diversity Executive Order 1473. What is the City of Pittsburgh doing about this?
· We have been made aware of the situation. Unfortunately, we cannot do anything if this order is enacted, as this is a federal regulation, not a city-level regulation. Since our funding comes directly from the federal government, we have to abide by its new rules. However, it is important to note that this rule has not yet passed, so if you renew your registration now, the proposed rule does not apply.
What do you consider Housing Counseling?
· We recommend that you look up HUD’s matrix definition for Housing Counseling for a specific definition. We can say that a lot of our organizations that do “housing counseling” actually fall under our information/referral services. That being said, our coordinators can work with you during the contract building process to ensure you are using the 
If our procurement policy is less stringent than the city or federal policy, do we have to amend it?
· Yes, you will have to amend it, but the stricter policies only need to apply to federal funds, not all operations. 
For the Board's grant submission approval -- it needs to be specifically for PS2026, or can it be for grants in general for the 2026 year?
· We prefer something specifically mentioning this grant as the requirement for the board approval is intended to ensure multiple in the organization are aware of the potential funds. 
Does the organization have to have general liability insurance if the request for funds is for insurance?
· The grantee must have generable liability insurance regardless of whether the grant is used to reimburse for insurance costs. If you have a contract with the city, you must have insurance. 



We currently have a program where we provide services no questions asked, how can we navigate the income verification process? 
· Unfortunately, programs that are no-questions-asked funds are not the best fit for this type of grant. This is because we are required to have income verification for beneficiaries of this grant.
Can you give alternatives to the board grant submission approval if a board meeting is not scheduled before 3/31/2026
· Please contact us directly, email us so we can talk to your organization specifically. You might need a letter from your board director
How do you recommend to do income verification for Youth Services programs?
· We have a partnership with the Pittsburgh Public Schools that we can connect you with. What previous grantees have done in the past is send them a list of participants, and our representative from the Pittsburgh Public Schools will tell you what percentage of the group is income eligible.
For income verification, do we look at the individual’s income?
· For our beneficiary data we do look at household income rather than the individual’s
If the participant has snap benefits, how do we verify that? 
· Participants should have some type of paper to demonstrate that they are on the federal assistance program
Is there a timeline for disbursements?  
· We leave it to the discretion of the groups on how frequently they will invoice. As we know, this is a pretty small grant, sometimes as big as 10,000 dollars. We are flexible, but we do want to at least want to have a general idea as to when you will be planning to submit. 
When do we have income verification data? March of 2026 or in 2027?
· The verification must happen in 2027, within 90 days of your invoice

