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▪ Plan update process overview
▪ Cultural Legacy 
▪ Housing 
▪ Economic Empowerment 
▪ Urban Design 

Purpose of Today
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Context

 



 

 



 



 



GHDMP EngagePGH



Topical/Chapter Pages



Action Team Meetings

Sign-up Today! 
https://engage.pittsburghp
a.gov/ghdmp



Assess opp’s 
+ barriers & 
2011 Plan

Develop list 
of strategies

Evaluate 
strategies

Prioritize 
strategies

ECONorthwest Team Involvement
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Summer 2021 October 2021 December 2021 January - February 
2022

We are here



▪ Goal 1: Build Upon the African American 
Legacy

▪ Goal 2: Family Friendly Housing Development 
Without Displacement

▪ Goal 3: Economic Empowerment and Commercial 
Development 

▪ Goal 4: Make the Hill District a Green and 
Well-Designed Community

▪ Goal 5: Mobility, Transportation, and Parking

Today’s Focus
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Cultural Legacy
● Goal is to ground future 

investment in the cultural legacy 
of Hill District



Cultural Legacy
● Goal is to ground future 

investment in the cultural legacy 
of Hill District

● Concept builds on the 
“crossroads of the world” 
nickname with a series of 
historically important 
intersections connected by a 2 
mile “cultural legacy loop



Cultural Legacy
● Kirkpatrick 

Crossroads is being 
used as a pilot site 

● Pilot will show how 
public realm, open 
space, development, 
and program can 
reflect cultural legacy 
and support 
community goals.



▪ Goal 1: Build Upon the African American 
Legacy

▪ Goal 2: Family Friendly Housing 
Development Without Displacement

▪ Goal 3: Economic Empowerment and 
Commercial Development 

▪ Goal 4: Make the Hill District a Green and 
Well-Designed Community

▪ Goal 5: Mobility, Transportation, and Parking

Goals
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Housing Constraints
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▪ Rising rents and home prices alongside 
falling vacancies

▪ Potential displacement pressure on renters 
created by new development

▪ Existing cost-burdened households
▪ Population loss among Black residents



Multifamily Rent Trends
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∙ Hill District multifamily 
rents have increased 
13% since 2009. 

∙ Hill District multifamily 
rents are higher than 
the City of Pittsburgh as 
a whole and slightly 
lower than the 
secondary market area. 

 



Home Prices - Hill District and Pittsburgh
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∙ Hill District single-family 
sales prices up 26% in 
four years (31% 
citywide)

∙ Hill District townhouse 
sales prices up 57% in 
four years (15% 
citywide)

∙ COVID economic 
impacts slowed down 
price increases in the 
Hill District.  

 



Since 1990 Black renter households decreased. 
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Since 1990 Black owner households decreased. 
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Housing types to plan for

∙ Black households (about 72 percent)
∙ Single-person households (Nearly 

half)
∙ Single-parent households (17 percent)
∙ Seniors (Almost a third)
∙ Options for young adults
∙ Renters and new homeowners
∙ Opportunities for households to STAY 

and RETURN to the Hill. 



Strong base of existing affordable rental housing
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Development and Investment Activity
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Housing Strategy Framework
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Focus on strategies and actions that encourage 
and support stability for current residents in 
the Hill District. Anti-displacement strategies 
for all household incomes and renters and 
homeowners.

Consider policies that support the right to 
return for current and former longtime 
residents (and family of residents through 
generational ties) who have been directly or 
indirectly displaced from the Hill District. 

Anti- Displacement / 
Community Stabilization

Right to Return / 
Preference Policies



Community-led housing plan 
started in 2014

$20M TIF investment→ $70 
million

N/NE Preference Policy: aims to 
address the harmful impacts of urban renewal by 
giving preference to housing applicants with 
generational ties to North/Northeast Portland. 
Current and former longtime residents of that area 
will be considered for new affordable housing 
opportunities before applicants without a previous 
history of having lived in the area.

 

Portland, OR Right to Return Policy



▪ Goal 1: Build Upon the African American Legacy
▪ Goal 2: Family Friendly Housing Development 
Without Displacement

▪ Goal 3: Economic Empowerment and 
Commercial Development 

▪ Goal 4: Make the Hill District a Green and 
Well-Designed Community

▪ Goal 5: Mobility, Transportation, and Parking

Today’s Focus
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▪ Low household incomes
▪ Limited employment base 
▪ Low educational attainment among residents
▪ Lack of shopping opportunities in the Hill
▪ Disparate commute access to employment
▪ New development activity in the Lower Hill and 
speculation in other areas

▪ Lack of lease ready commercial spaces

Economic Empowerment - Constraints
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Household Incomes Vary Across the Hill District
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Jobs by Wage
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Job Concentration
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Commutes from the Hill District
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Retail Gaps
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∙ Generate and build individual and household income 

∙ Focus efforts on supporting residents in the Hill District to connect 
to jobs, support household stability, and support entrepreneurship
∙ Potential small business owners and microbusinesses to 

supplement other sources of income 

Who should the economic strategy serve?



▪ Goal 1: Build Upon the African American Legacy
▪ Goal 2: Family Friendly Housing Development 
Without Displacement

▪ Goal 3: Economic Empowerment and 
Commercial Development 

▪ Goal 4: Make the Hill District a Green and 
Well-Designed Community

▪ Goal 5: Mobility, Transportation, and Parking

Today’s Focus
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Red= Lower Elevation

Green= Higher Elevation















● Study key corridors for specific 
opportunities for improvements 
and strategies

● Identify a few key nodes for 
specific urban design concepts 



Centre Heldman

● Kicking off study to identify 
opportunities to improve Centre 
Heldman site for community 
needs

● Looking at how 
Centre-Heldman site can 
support broader investment 
along Centre Avenue

● Engagement event in January 
2022 - please bring your 
ideas! 

Site

Urban Design Study

Economic Study Area


