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QUESTION

What comes to mind when you think of “historic 
preservation”?



PROJECT OVERVIEW

• Establish a set of design guidelines for the Roslyn 
Place Historic District

• Easy-to-follow guides (including graphics and 
photographs) informed by public input

• Partially funded through a Certified Local 
Government (CLG) Grant 



ROSLYN PLACE HISTORIC DISTRICT



ROSLYN PLACE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Detached (522, 523, & 525)

Nicolson PavementDetached – Stucco (521)

Semi-Detached (511, 513, 515, & 517)

Attached Row Homes (506, 507, 508, & 509)

Semi-Detached (510, 512, 514, 516, 518, & 520)



• Best practices for treatment of buildings in the historic 
district

• Tool kit for property owners, contractors, city staff, and the 
Historic Review Commission to make appropriate and 
logical decisions on projects that impact historic properties

• Based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties, but specific to the district

WHAT ARE DESIGN GUIDELINES?



• Any property within the boundary of the local historic 
district making exterior modifications visible from a public 
right-of-way

• Windows
• Doors
• Roof
• Painting
• New Construction
• Demolition
• Site Improvements
• Building Signage, etc.

WHO ARE DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR?



GUIDELINE EXAMPLES - EXISTING



GUIDELINE EXAMPLES - UPDATED



PROJECT TIMELINE

Aug 
• Project Kick-Off

Ongoing

• Discovery

• Data Collection

Today

• Public Meeting #1

• Gather Feedback

Nov-Jan
• Draft Guidelines

Feb 2025

• Public Meeting #2

• Review Draft Guidelines

Mar 2025

• Finalize Guidelines

• City Approval



STATION 1: What is your connection with the historic district? What do you value in the 
historic district? 

What elements make this district unique?

STATION 2: What are the challenges to making changes to the architecture in your historic 
district?

STATION 3: Have you made exterior alterations to your building? 

How was the process? 

How could these guidelines make that process easier?

COMMUNITY INPUT



STATION 1: What is your connection with the historic district? What do you value in the historic district? What elements make this district 
unique?

• Sycamore Trees

• Wood Blocks

• Consistent Brick Facades

STATION 2: What are the challenges to making changes to the architecture in your historic district?

• Exterior changes that don’t reflect the character of the street

• No additions to front of house

• Maintain wood block street

• No guidelines

STATION 3: Have you made exterior alterations to your building? How was the process? How could these guidelines make that process 
easier?

• No incidents, but more guidelines requested

WHAT WE’VE HEARD



QUESTION

What comes to mind when you think of “historic 
preservation”?



https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/historic-district-design-guidelines-1

STAY ENGAGED

Thank you!
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