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Goals for Tonight

• Update you on urban design &
cultural legacy findings so far

• Explore these ideas together

• Hear your thoughts as we start
moving towards concepts and
strategies
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Agenda—

Cultural Legacy

Discussion

Urban Design Analysis

Initial Framework

Discussion
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Project 
Context—
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Topography defines 
the District

Elevation
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Topography Shapes 
Neighborhoods

Elevation

Open Space Concept from 

Hill District Greenprint (2009)
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Topography Shapes 
Access DRAFT
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Topography Shapes 
Experience & Character

Steep Gateways

Visual Connections to Downtown Stepped Housing

Historic Stairs

Hillside Open Spaces

Flatter Commercial Areas
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A Changing Climate DRAFT
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The Impacts of a 
Changing Climate

Increased rain, flash flooding, & 

associated damage Hotter, more humid summers
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Tree Canopy

Street trees in newer redevelopments

Dense tree canopy on properties

Commercial districts without shade
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Parks & Open Space

v
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Land Ownership & 
Vacant Property—

DRAFT



©Mithun

Major Land Owners

BEDFORD HILL 

SKYLINE TERRACE

CRAWFORD SQUARE

Major mixed-income housing sites
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Vacant Properties by 
Major Owner

75% of vacant 
parcels are 
publicly owned
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Adopted Side-yards DRAFT
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Impacts on Sidewalks/Public Realm DRAFT
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Landscaped Open Space DRAFT
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Vacant & Occupied Together DRAFT
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Opportunities for Collective Ownership/DevelopmentDRAFT



Urban Character & 
Development Trends—
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Urban Structure

East/West Corridors

North/South Corridors

Residential Connectors
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North/South Corridors

Linear view corridors with larger/flatter parcels

Larger scale with continuous sidewalks (Typ 35’)

Primary gateways to Downtown
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East/West Corridors

Often working against grade

Highly “imageable” gateway moments

Following topography with landscaped hillsides
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Residential Connectors

Mixed Residential Types

More intimate, neighborhood scale (Typ 22-24’)

Significant vacant frontages
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Key Corridors

Bedford Avenue DRAFT
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Key Corridors

Herron Avenue DRAFT
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Key Corridors

Wylie Avenue DRAFT
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Key Corridors

Centre Avenue DRAFT
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Housing Types Distribution DRAFT
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Housing Types: 
Single Family DRAFT
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Housing Types: 
Rowhouses/ Attached SF DRAFT
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Housing Types: 

Duplex-Fourplex DRAFT
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Housing Types: 

Apartments DRAFT
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Commercial 

& Mixed Use DRAFT
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Development Trends

• Alterations/Additions focused on 
Crawford-Roberts and Upper Hill

• New Construction focused on 
Crawford-Roberts

• Larger scale proposals increasing in 
adjacent neighborhoods

• Projects generally focused on market rate 
apartments & townhomes

• Increasing single family home 
values

• Speculative developers focused 
primarily on Upper Hill

Building Permit Trends Development Trends Nearby Changing Housing Markets
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Discussion Questions
What issues or topics should 

we focus extra attention on?

Specific ideas or strategies 

we should consider?

Cultural Legacy 
and Urban Design 
Framework

Cultural Corridor
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