Complete the Fifth Avenue bikeway and provide a safe connection to the Junction Hollow Trail
Design and build the bicycle connection on Fifth Avenue between Bellefield Avenue and Neville Street to connect the dedicated bike lanes in Oakland with the major bike corridor in Shadyside and Junction Hollow Trail. Design and build an improved pedestrian and bicycle route on or adjacent to Neville and Boundary Streets, south of Fifth Ave, which connect to the Junction Hollow Trail. 

What we heard
· The protected bike lane(s) designed on Fifth Ave in Oakland as part of the BRT project will begin/end at Bellefield instead of extending fully to Neville. This leaves a three-block gap for cyclists just short of the major Ellsworth bike corridor, and it requires cyclists to complete the gap by traveling out of direction, utilizing N. Bellefield and Bayard and Neville to connect to Ellsworth. 
· The gap also presents similar challenges to cyclists on Fifth Ave seeking to access the Neville Street route that leads to the Junction Hollow Trail.
· This short gap may inadvertently lead to safety issues if some cyclists still decide to travel along Fifth Ave between Bellefield and Neville along a stretch of roadway that is not adequately designed to safely accommodate such travel patterns. 
· There is an unsafe/inadequate pedestrian and bicycle connection along Neville and Boundary Streets south of Fifth Ave leading towards the Junction Hollow Trail. Neville Street is a key bicycling corridor offering direct cycling access from Shadyside and Squirrel through eastern Oakland and down to the riverfront trail system served by the Junction Hollow Trail. It is also a common pedestrian route for many students. However, significant portions of this stretch of Neville and Boundary Streets do not have adequate sidewalk or bicycle facilities, and the route is used quite heavily by cars traveling to and from Central Oakland. This situation presents safety hazards and mode conflicts.  
· OPDC, the Oakland Green Team, and Bike Pittsburgh studied the issues involved in the Neville/Boundary bike/pedestrian connection to Junction Hollow Trail in 2017 and created a report to assist future planning and projects.   

When to start
3-5 years

Duration
3-4 years

Estimated costs
$$$

Illustration(s)
TBD

[bookmark: _GoBack]Project goals and components - Complete the Fifth Avenue bikeway
· The primary obstacles to be resolved on the three-block stretch of Fifth Avenue stem from the limited curb-to-curb width of select portions of this stretch of Fifth Ave, which is narrower than many other parts of Fifth Ave in Oakland.
· An engineering study is necessary to evaluate the trade-offs and opportunities to close the bicycle connection gap in detail, including whether the curb line may need to be moved, on-street parking reevaluated, and if there would need to be public purchases of slivers of abutting private property to expand the available Right Of Way.
· This study should examine the option of an on-street bike route or a sidewalk level bike route, and other options for where to optimally place bike path(s). For example, it is worth considering if protected bike lanes on both sides of the street may require more width compared to a two-way cycle track on one side of Fifth Ave. 
· Filling the gap has the potential to improve safety for all users, make cycling in the area more attractive to more residents, and improve a key connection between Oakland, Shadyside, and the Junction Hollow Trail. 

Project goals and components - Provide a safe connection to the Junction Hollow Trail  
· A stakeholder engagement process should be convened and concept plan drawings developed to identify and address high-level issues along or adjacent to Neville and Boundary that need to be resolved among key stakeholders to improve bicycle and pedestrian travel routes on the street and on a separate trail/shared use path.
· This engagement process and conceptual analysis should begin to address several of the ongoing challenges: 
· Explore available space for a shared use path/trail, in consideration of existing right of way, property lines, collaboration opportunities with neighboring property owners CMU and Pitt, and CSX Railroad right of way requirements
· Evaluate current curbside uses and street traffic activity levels, including on-street parking between Filmore St and Fifth Ave on Neville and loading docks at the CMU Tepper Building
· Explore the potential for shared lane markings to accommodate bikes, and the potential introduction of a bike climbing lane. Identify funding for sidewalk construction, bicycle route improvements, and trail/shared use path construction.
· Explore additional technical issues, such as possible intersection realignment where Neville St crosses the railway, earth/hillside embankment adjustments, and utility pole location adjustments.
· When sufficient clarity is achieved about high-level priorities and trade-offs, a design and engineering study should be performed to clarify detailed changes required, complemented by ongoing stakeholder and community engagement.
· As a caveat, this work may influenced by the status and/or outcomes of the Mon-Oakland Connector project. 

Both Projects 
Funding for the above project goals and components could potentially come from the DOMI Capital Budget, County and State mobility grants, and partnerships with institutions and developers. 

Project lead(s)
DOMI

Project partner(s)
OTMA, DCP, OPDC, Bike Pittsburgh, Oakland institutional partners (e.g., Pitt, CMU, Carnegie Museums, etc.)

Additional stakeholders and partners to be determined, but should include adjacent institutions and property owners, residents and community groups in the vicinity of the projects or served by the improved connections, City Council Districts, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, Central Catholic High School, and others.  


