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Objectives for Tonight

• Discuss what needs to be updated, expanded, added through the lens of 
the Infrastructure topics.

• Review the Greater Hill District Master Plan and how it relates to the 
Neighborhood Plan Guide (NPG).

• Determine any "optional topics" we want to address through the planning 
process.
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What’s in the Neighborhood Plan Guide?

Adopted by the Planning Commission in March 2020

• Overview of the neighborhood planning program and how it fits into citywide efforts

• Required and optional topics for all neighborhood plans

• Planning process in five stages including implementation along with outcomes for each

• Framework for how plan content is organized

• Resources (many and growing): Example goals, indicators, and how they align to P4, 

EcoDistricts Protocol, and UN Sustainable Development Goals.

• Related guidance: Public Engagement Guide which mandates the creation of Public 

Engagement Plans for neighborhood plans.
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What’s in the Neighborhood Plan Guide?

Planning framework
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What’s in the Neighborhood Plan Guide?

Required and 

optional topics
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What’s in the Neighborhood Plan Guide?

Example 

implementation 

matrix
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Topics for the Infrastructure Action Team

This chapter includes all the non-transportation systems that 
nourish and maintain a district including how stormwater is 
handled, needs for open spaces, the energy systems that serve all 
buildings, and how waste is reduced and reused. There are many 
opportunities for these projects to meet multiple objectives (e.g., 
open spaces that also manage stormwater).
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Topics for the Infrastructure Action Team
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Required Topics

Optional Topics
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Required Topics

Stormwater Management – What is it?

• Stormwater management is how we deal with rain – surface water and ground water, how it 
goes into the sewer system, infiltrates into the ground, or gets soaked up by plants

• Green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) is a method of managing stormwater using 
plants, infiltration, water storage and slow release, etc. Versus traditional "grey infrastructure" 
alone

Why is it important?

• Stormwater management impacts things like flooding (surface / street flooding, basement back -
ups), sedimentation and erosion, water quality, combined sewer overflows, landslides, 
abandoned mine drainage, etc.

• The Hill District is within watersheds M-19 and M-05 primarily with A-12 and A-14

Notes

• New stormwater management code will hopefully be in place soon, and stormwater fee for 
impervious (hard) surfaces which negatively impact stormwater management

• The Hill District Parks Master Plan will also seek to improve stormwater management / GSI
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Required Topics

Map: 

Watersheds, 

Sewersheds, 

Undermined, 

Landscape 

Prone, Steep 
Slopes
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Required Topics

Stormwater Management – Examples from the NPG
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Required Topics
Open Space – What is it and why is it important?

• Open Space refers to areas without buildings. In neighborhood planning, we are generally talking about open space as 
"green" (vegetated) space or other public space (plazas, playgrounds) .

• Open space is a loose term and may consist of a wide range of "official" or "unofficial" outdoor places:

• City parks, privately-owned public space, a school sports field, apartment complex green space, vacant lots, 
greenways, community gardens, forested areas on a hillside, cemetery, etc.

• Trails, access, and connections between open spaces are important to consider, too

Why is it important?

• Open space provides places for people to play, relax, exercise, or gather outdoors

• Open space and vegetation provides relief from the built environment – aesthetic, psychological, cools urban heat

• Open space provides room for nature (see next topics – tree canopy and habitat restoration)

Notes

• Past plans such as the Greater Hill District Master Plan, OpenSpacePGH, and the Greenprint provide guidance for the 
development of the Hill District's Open Space

• The upcoming Hill District Parks Master Plan will be coordinated with this neighborhood planning process, draw upon 
past plans as a starting point, and create a clear and cohesive plan for future park implementation projects, with 
phasing & cost estimates
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Hill District 

Parks Master 
Plan:

focus areas 

for analysis & 

planning



Required Topics

Open Space – Examples from the NPG
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Required Topics

Tree Canopy – What is it?

• Tree Canopy refers to the area covered by trees and their foliage.

Why is it important?

• Trees are important for a wide range of environmental and human benefits, including but not 
limited: to human health (physical & psychological), shade and cooling / urban heat reduction, air 
quality, stormwater uptake, soil health / erosion control, food and shelter for birds, insects, and 
other animals, beautifying our environment and making it more walkable and appealing.

Notes

• Tree canopy coverage varies widely by neighborhood. Pittsburgh's Urban Forest Master 
Plan (2012) lists approximate existing tree cover and goals. It is an equity concern.

• Tree preservation is the best way to maintain tree canopy, as mature trees take years to regrow

• Tree planting and preservation will be necessary to meet goals in the Urban Forest Master Plan, 
Greenprint, and other plans, and varies by land type: street trees, private property, public parks, 
vacant land, hillsides, etc.
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Required Topics
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Required Topics
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Map:

Tree Canopy 

cover from 

Urban Forest 

Master Plan



Required Topics

Tree Canopy – Example Goals from the NPG
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Required Topics

Habitat Restoration – What is it?

• Habitat restoration has a lot of "crossover" goals with open space, stormwater management, 
and tree canopy. It focuses on improving the natural environment.

• Air, water, soil, light, and noise pollution are also important factors.

Why is it important?

• Healthy "habitats" are important for people as well as animals

• Certain topics are of local importance in Pittsburgh and the Hill specifically, including landslide 
and erosion control, abandoned mine land and drainage (AML/AMD) issues, undermined land 
and subsidence risk, lead and other soil and water contaminants, and invasive species

• The Hill District used to have multiple streams (see 'Conveyance' areas in Greenprint), much 
of which are now piped underground or turned into roadways

• Biodiversity is a good indicator of habitat quality. How many different plant and animal species 
can coexist among humans here?
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Required Topics
Habitat Restoration – Example Goals from the NPG
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energy system means all components related to the production, conversion, delivery, and 
use of energy.

Sustainable energy systems should deliver on three dimensions:

(1) providing safe, secure, and reliable energy while delivering access to energy consumers,

(2) supplying energy at affordable prices, and

(3) assuring sustainable development.

Why it is important in a neighborhood plan?

The Hill District is located near 2 District plants and should evaluate how these resources and other 
systems can benefit its residents rather than investing in individual system in every buildings.

Additionally, Pittsburgh climate action plan set a goal to reduce emissions by 50% from 2003 amounts. 
Through efforts to reduce line loss and modernizing energy systems, this goal can become a reality.

Setting higher energy goals will directly impact residents by potentially reducing their energy use 
and therefore lower their utility payment.
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Energy systems – what is it?

Required Topics



Required Topics

Energy systems – Examples from the NPG
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Required Topics

Utilities – What are they?

How to create a coordinated utility plan for planned development, utility upgrades, lead line 

replacements and streamlining disruption in the right-of-way.

Why it is important in the neighborhood plan?

This will create roadmap for activities, identify any policies that may need to change at the 

state level or advocated for with the PUC for water and energy.

Identifying projects early allow for cross department coordination to occur such as adding 

new tree pits where gas line replacements are happening.

Ability to leverage investments for capital projects.
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Required Topics

Utilities:

Example Goals Example Indicators SDGs EcoDistricts p4
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Required Topics

Waste & Recycling – What is it?

How to effectively manage waste by reducing waste sent to landfill, improving recycling, and 

providing alternatives for management of organic waste.

Why it is important in the neighborhood plan?

• Waste management is an important component of creating a healthy, vibrant 

neighborhood

• Reducing waste sent to landfill and improving recycling practices can help to reduce litter 

and waste piled up at the curbside

• Alternative management of organic waste can add value through composting or 

utilization of waste for energy creation

30



Required Topics

Waste & Recycling – Example Goals from the NPG
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• wide access to internet and communication network for all

Why is it important?

• Internet is becoming a utility similarly to water and power and this 
plan is an opportunity to ensure everyone has access

Optional Topics
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Digital Network – what is it?



Optional Topics

33

Digital Network – Example Goals from the NPG
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• Increase food access for residents

• Viable vacant land strategy

• Builds sense of community

• Can be paired with habitat restoration

Optional Topics
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Urban Agriculture

Example Goals Example Indicators SDGs EcoDistricts p4



Existing Urban Agriculture Locations
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Pittsburgh Miller

African Centered 

Academy

Peace and 

Friendship Farm

Centre Avenue 

YMCA Garden

Thelma Lovette 

YMCA Garden

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Community Garden

Landslide Community Farm

Harry Orlando 

Memorial 

Community Garden



Optional Topics
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Air Quality

Example Goals Example Indicators SDGs EcoDistricts p4



What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Goals and policies

(pg. 4)
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Goal

Mixture of 
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Goals and policies

(pg. 5)
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Infrastructure
Goal

Infrastructure
Project, Policies



GHDMP vs. Neighborhood Plan Guide
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Neighborhood Plan Guide Topic(s)GHDMP Projects and Programs

Development

Development

Infrastructure and Development

Infrastructure

Infrastructure and Development

Mobility

Mobility

Mobility and Development

Mobility and Development

Mobility



What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Urban Design 

Proposals

(pg. 71)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 86)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 90)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 92)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 100)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 102)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 104)

48



What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 105)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 106)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Concept 

master plans

(pg. 112 & 

114)
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Infrastructure-related strategies from the 
GHDMP Implementation Matrix
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• Establish the Coal Seam Trail as a public amenity and continuous link between 
existing recreation spaces.

• Make the Hill District a green and well-designed community.

• Leverage the Hill District’s natural features as an economic asset for 
neighborhood development.

• Create a comprehensive strategy for vacant land including urban gardening.

• Improve maintenance of vacant lots.

• Provide residents with garden space.

• Create economic opportunity and workforce development through urban 
gardens, tree nurseries, and farms.



Infrastructure-related strategies from the 
GHDMP Implementation Matrix
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• Use Hill District trails as green connections within a larger city network.​

• Establish high-quality recreation and open spaces.​

• Create safe, fun outdoor spaces for children.​

• Establish a Play Streets program that temporarily converts streets to play 
and social spaces on a regular basis to encourage physical activity, help to 
build a sense of community, improve perception of neighborhood safety, 
and inform future decisions about park creation/location.​

• Increase youth activity.​

• Implement many of the ideas from the Greenprint...​
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• Establish three zones within the Hill District - Woods, Village, Conveyance -
with appropriate parks, housing, and circulation for each zone.

• Implement the Village Street Conveyance and Public Space.

• Implement the Coal Seam Park and Stairs.

• Implement the Cliffside Park. (August Wilson Park)

• Implement the Memory Lane Overlook. (Is this complete?)

• Implement the Sugartop Watergarden and Overlook.

• Implement the Martin Luther King Field and Wetlands. (in progress – PWSA)

• Implement the Addison Terrace Gardens and Trails.

• Implement the Coal Seam Trail.

• Implement the Herron Avenue Run.

• Support small interventions that, when combined, contribute to a stronger 
overall green network.

• Maintain some vacant lots as green space rather than rebuilding.

Infrastructure-related strategies from the 
GHDMP Implementation Matrix / Greenprint
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The Greenprint has three core goals:
•Establish a healthy place with urban development that works in concert with the natural ecology;
•Identify projects and opportunities for leadership and innovation in the local economy; and
•Reframe the identity of the Hill District as "A Village in the Woods" - an example of urban beauty.

The Greenprint defines three distinct regions:
•The Woods, the Hill's outer edge, wraps the community with dense vegetation.
•The Village is a collection of diverse neighborhoods at the geographic center of the Hill.
•Conveyance is the system that moves people, water, and wildlife through the Hill, highlighting 
historic stream paths.

More on the Greenprint
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Greenprint: Coal Seam Trail
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Greenprint: Green Enlarged
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Greenprint II Projects Map
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Greenprint Example: Memory Lane Overlook



Discussion

Program initiatives (projects and programs) – For Discussion

• Which projects and programs have been completed or are ongoing?

• Which of the optional topics should we cover? (Urban agriculture, digital network, air quality)

• Is there anything else we should be aware of in terms of covering the "gaps" between GHDMP 

and the new neighborhood planning process?
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Where can you find us?

Pittsburgh City Planning @PLANPGH

@resilientPGH

@planpgh

Online at engage.pittsburghpa.gov/oakland
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END
• The slides below are for our reference
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Topics for the Infrastructure Action Team

Specific topics:

• Stormwater management -MZ

• Open space -KS

• Energy systems -FM

• Utilities -MZ

• Waste and recycling –SY?

• Tree canopy -KS

• Habitat restoration -KS

Optional topics:

• Urban agriculture -KS

• Digital network -FM

• Air quality –SY?
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What should be included?

• Here is what is in the Neighborhood Plan Guide

• Here is what is already included in the GHDMP

• Here is what is scoped in the Hill District Transportation Study, Parks 
Master Plan, etc.

• These are the identified gaps based on this

• What's missing?

• Do we want to show the optional topics within the Neighborhood 
Plan Guide?
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Topics for the Infrastructure Action Team
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Required Topics

• Stormwater management

• Open space

• Energy systems

• Utilities

• Waste and recycling

• Tree canopy

• Habitat restoration

Optional Topics

• Urban agriculture

• Digital network

• Air quality

https://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/neighborhood-planning-guide

