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Objectives for Tonight

• Review the Greater Hill District Master Plan and how it relates to the 
Neighborhood Plan Guide (NPG).

• Discuss what needs to be updated, expanded, and added

• Determine any "optional topics" we want to address through the planning 
process
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Topics for the Community Action Team

• This chapter focuses on the existing residents, 
employees, students, and visitors of the planning area with 
proposals for how they can be better served by the district.
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Topics for the Community Action Team

Specific topics:

• Community programs and 
livability

• Cultural heritage and preservation

• Public art

• Public safety

• Public facilities and services

• Public health

4
Neighborhood Plan Guide: https://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/neighborhood-planning-guide

Optional topics:

• Community uses in the right-of-
way

• Nuisance and enforcement issues

• Schools and related programs

https://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/neighborhood-planning-guide


What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Goals and policies

(pg. 4)
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?

Organization and contents

• Community goals and policies (Executive Summary, pg. 1-10)

• Background materials (Context & Process, pg. 11-38)

• Projects and programs organized under 20 topics (Master Plan Program Initiatives, pg. 39-68)

• Concept master plans for 8 subareas (Master Plan Urban Design Proposals, pg. 69-116)

• Additional studies needed and other implementation guidance (Next Steps, pg. 117-130)

• Development Principles, Non-Displacement Strategies, and Strategies for Reclaiming the 

Lower Hill (Appendix, pg. 131-138)
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High Level Crosswalk

7

Neighborhood Plan Guide Topic(s)GHDMP Projects and Programs

Community

Community

Community

Community and Development

Community

Community

Development

Development

Development

Development



High Level Crosswalk
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?



Centre Ave. 
Redevelopment 
and 
Design Impleme
ntation Plan
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Discussion: What to Update, Expand, Add?

What Needs to be Updated or expanded?

Historic Preservation

Public Safety

Public Health

Public Facilities and Services

Public Art

What needs to be added?

Schools and Related Programs

Community Resilience
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Optional Uses:
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Community Programs and Livability

• A livable community is one that is safe and secure, has affordable and 
appropriate housing and transportation options, and offers 
supportive community features and services.

• Foster residents' engagement in the community's civic, economic, and 
social life.
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Community Programs and Livability
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Centre Ave. 
Redevelopment 
and Design Plan
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?



Centre 
Avenue Redevel
opment and 
Design 
Implementation 
Plan

19
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Cultural Heritage and Preservation

• Cultural heritage is the legacy of cultural resources and intangible attributes of a 
group or society that is inherited from past generations.

• Cultural heritage includes tangible culture (such as buildings, monuments, 
landscapes, books, works of art, and artifacts), intangible culture (such as 
folklore, traditions, language, and knowledge), and natural heritage (including 
culturally significant landscapes, and etc.).
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?



Public Safety

• Protection of the wellbeing of citizens, communities, and 
organizations.

• Includes Emergency Management, Fire Protection, First Responders, 
and Law Enforcement
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?



Public Health

• Promotes and protects the health of people and the communities where they 
live, learn, work and play.

• Good health results not only from proper medical care but also from efforts to 
craft and implement public policies and programs to protect and improve the 
health of all people. Examples of public health efforts include educating the 
public about healthier choices, promoting physical activity and fitness, preventing 
disease outbreaks and the spread of infectious diseases, ensuring safe food and 
water in communities, preparing for emergency, preventing injury, treating water 
with fluoride for oral and dental health, and creating smoke-free environments 
and discouraging tobacco use.
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Public Health

Neighborhood Plan Guide: https://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/neighborhood-planning-guide
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Public Art

• Public art adds value to the cultural, aesthetic and economic vitality of a 
community. It is now a well-accepted principle of urban design that public 
art contributes to a community's identity, fosters community pride and a 
sense of belonging, and enhances the quality of life for its residents and 
visitors.

• Often site-specific, meaning it is created in response to the place 
and community in which it resides.
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What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?



Public Facilities and Services

• Institutional responses to basic human needs, such as health, 
education, safety, recreation, and worship. Examples of typical public 
facilities include churches, hospitals, and police stations.
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Optional: Community Uses in Right-of-
Way
Streets and other rights-of-way are 
repurposed temporarily or permanently 
to meet community needs if supported 
by transportation analyses.

Examples:

• Pilot events and installations in the 
right-of-way.

• Permitting programs initiated and in 
use by community organizations.
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Centre Avenue
Redevelopment 
Implementation 
Plan
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Optional: Nuisance and Enforcement 
Issues

Common nuisance issues are 
identified, and actions 
recommended to remedy the 
situation permanently.

• Reduction in 311 reports related 
to the issue in question.

• Reduction in police activity or 
community organization 
intervention to resolve issues.

31
Neighborhood Plan Guide: https://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/neighborhood-planning-guide

https://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/neighborhood-planning-guide


32

What’s in the Hill District Master Plan?



Optional: Schools and Related Programs

Schools provide quality education

All levels of education***

• Graduation rates.

• Absenteeism rates.

• Percentage of students 
advancing from one grade level 
to the next.
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Discussion: What to Update, Expand, Add?

What Needs to be Updated or expanded?

Historic Preservation

Public Safety

Public Health

Public Facilities and Services

Public Art

What needs to be added?

Schools and Related Programs

Community Resilience
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Discussion

Program initiatives (projects and programs) – For Discussion

• Which projects and programs have been completed or are ongoing?

• Which of the optional topics should we cover? (Community Uses In the Right-of-Way,* Nuisance & 
Enforcement Issues,* Schools and Related Programs)

• Community Resilence was discussed as a potential topic we should cover, thoughts?

• Is there anything else we should be aware of in terms of covering the "gaps" between GHDMP and 
the new neighborhood planning process?

*Topics covered in the GHDMP
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Community Resilience

• Resilience is the ability of a system (like a 
community) to absorb disturbance and still 
retain basic function and structure. Building 
resilience means intentionally guiding the 
system’s process of adaptation in an attempt 
to preserve some qualities and allow others 
to fade away, all while retaining the essence—
or “identity”—of the system. In a human 
community, identity is essentially determined 
by what people value about where they live.

six foundations:

• People. The power to envision the future of the community 
and build its resilience resides with community members.

• Systems thinking. Systems thinking is essential for 
understanding the complex, interrelated crises now unfolding 
and what they mean for our similarly complex communities.

• Adaptability. A community that adapts to change is resilient. 
But because communities and the challenges we face are 
dynamic, adaptation is an ongoing process.

• Transformability. Some challenges are so big that it’s not 
possible for the community to simply adapt; fundamental, 
transformative changes may be necessary.

• Sustainability. Community resilience is not sustainable if it 
serves only us, and only now; it needs to work for other 
communities, future generations, and the ecosystems on 
which we all depend.

• Courage. As individuals and as a community, we need 
courage to confront challenging issues and take responsibility 
for our collective future.
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Discussion

Program initiatives (projects and programs) – For Discussion

• Which projects and programs have been completed or are ongoing?

• Which of the optional topics should we cover? (Community Uses In the Right-of-Way,* Nuisance & 
Enforcement Issues,* Schools and Related Programs)

• Community Resilence was discussed as a potential topic we should cover, thoughts?

• Is there anything else we should be aware of in terms of covering the "gaps" between GHDMP and 
the new neighborhood planning process?

*Topics covered in the GHDMP
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Public Art

• Art on public property and in the public realm expresses cultural heritage, history, and/or current 
activities and aspirations of the community including residents, businesses, and institutions

• Identify and invite artists already working in the Hill.

• Current public art is preserved.

• Create a public arts plan, a performance arts plan, a Hill artist roster, and promote youth arts 
education.

• Develop urban-scale arts intervention to help increse excitement around the arts within the Hill.

• Grant programs/other funding opportunities to support art creation in community

• Number of Publicly accessible art instillations
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Project Team
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Name Organization Role on Project

President & CEO 
Marimba Milliones

Hill District Community 
Development Corporation

Co-Chair

Councilman 
Daniel Lavelle

Council District 6, City of Pittsburgh Co-Chair

Ose Akinlotan
Department of City Planning, 
Strategic Planning

Project Manager, Community 
Action Team

Derek
Dauphin

Department of City Planning, 
Strategic Planning

Supervising Planner,
Development Action Team

Josiah Gilliam Mayor's Office of Equity & CitiParks Community Action Team

Dara Braitman
Department of Mobility and 
Infrastructure

Mobility Action Team



Project Team
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Name Organization Role on Project

Breen Masciotra Port Authority of Allegheny County Mobility Action Team

Nick Fedorek Urban Redevelopment Authority Development Action Team

Martina Battistone Department of City Planning, 
Environmental Planning

Infrastructure Action Team

Megan Zeigler Green Building Alliance Infrastructure Action Team

Flore Marion
Department of City Planning, 
Sustainability & Resilience

Infrastructure Action Team

Sarah Yeager
Department of City Planning, 
Sustainability & Resilience

Infrastructure Action Team



Where can you find us?

Pittsburgh City Planning @PLANPGH

@resilientPGH

@planpgh

Online at engage.pittsburghpa.gov/ghdmp
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