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5:30 – 5:40: Recap 
5:40 – 6:30: Cultural Legacy
>Discussion/Q&A

6:35 – 7:00: Historic Preservation
>Discussion/Q&A

Overview for Tonight
Meeting Focus: Build Upon the African American Cultural Legacy
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Recap

Introduction and Housing - October

Community Resilience -November

Cultural Heritage and Historic Preservation-
December

Public Health and Safety – January 2022

Community Action Team Meeting Topics
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Cardiovascular
Disease

Homicide

Fetal Mortality 
Rate

COVID-19 
Death Rate

Average Age 
of Death

Existing Conditions: How are We Doing?
Outcomes are our health, well-being, and resilience

Root Causes whether Stressors 

or Change Agents can be chronic, 
or sudden…and happen at 
different levels.

Individual 
cooperation and inclusion 
in fundamental resources

Communal 
connectedness 
to infrastructure and
living environment

Structural 
capacity within 
policies and systems

Framework adapted from: Conceptual Framework for Centering Health Equity in the Built
Environment; Ishizaki E., Worden K., et al 2021 and BARHII Conceptual Framework, 2020.
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Racism is a public health crisis.

Outcomes are consistently different based on 
dimensions of identity: race/ethnicity, gender, 
language, immigration status, age, and ability.
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How are We Doing as a City?
Outcomes

Root Causes

Cardiovascular
Disease

Homicide

Fetal Mortality 
Rate

COVID-19 
Death Rate

Average Age 
of Death

16% Black men do not have a 
high school diploma or GED

Black women 5x more likely to live in 
poverty than White men

Occupational segregation: jobs that pay less than 
$30k per year are disproportionately filled 
by Pittsburgh's Black population

Young Black men 42x more 
likely than young White men 
and 11x than AMLON men to 
die from Homicide

Black Women 2x 
Fetal Mortality rate 
of White Women

Black residents 1.5x more likely 
than White and 6.5x more likely 
than AMLON neighbors to die of 
heart diseaseBlack Men = 63.6, 

nearly 7 years < White Men
Black Women = 69.9, more 

than 8 years < White Women

Source: Pi ttsburgh’s Inequality Across Gender and Race
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What's in your Original Plan (Initiatives)
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Build capacity

• Quality Education Initiative

• Hill district Arts Plan

• Neighborhood Safety*

• Hill History Center**

• Hill District 
Homeowner/Tenant Support

Increase connectedness

• Neighborhood Safety*

• Housing Innovation Zone

• Hill Dsitrict Workforce 
Development

• Hill District Business Incubator

• Play Spaces

• Ride To Work 

• StreetScape improvement

• Comprehensive Parking

• Strategy

• Complete Streets Piolt

Foster cooperation

• Neighborhood Safety*



Foundations of  a Resilient Community

• People

• Systems Thinking

• Adaptable

• Transformable

• Livable

• Co-powerment
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Tonight's Discussion: 
Cultural Legacy & 
Historic Preservation
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Overview for Tonight
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What’s in your Original Plan (Cultural Legacy Initiatives)
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What’s in your Original Plan (Historic Preservation detail)



Cultural Legacy
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Overview for Tonight



DRAFT

CulturalLegacyAssessment

D EC EM BER 13, 2021

GreaterHillDistrictMasterPlan
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Meeting 8/20/21: The Hill District and Celebrating Small Moments
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Historic Businesses +Community Centers
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43 Rexall Drug Store

44 Bell Shop Neighborhood Store

45 Gulf Station

46 Hord Letter Press

47 Castle Bar

48 Village Grocery & Fruit Store

49 Chicken Shack

50 Peter Pan Shop

51 Bud’s Variety Store

52 Herron Super Market

53 WHOD Radio Station/ Dee’s Studios

54 Birdie’s Guest House

55 Elmore Hotel

56 Palace Hotel

57 McEvoy Jewelry Store

1 Thelma Lovette YMCA

2 Connelley Tech Institute

3 August Wilson House

4 “Crossroads of the World”

5 Crawford Grill

6 The Ellis Hotel

7 New Grenada Theater + Pythian Temple

8 Central Park

9 Madam CJ Walker’s House

10 Greenlee Field

11Carnegie Library Hill District Branch

12 McKelvy School and Ballfield

13 Halfway Art Gallery

14 Greenlee Field

15 Elk’s Lodge

16 Flamingo Hotel

17 Robert E Williams Memorial Park

18 Freedom Corner

19 Preacher’s Row

20 Westbrook Jitney Station

21 NAACP Offices

22 Big Tom’s Barber Shop

23 Centre-Heldman Plaza

24 Irene Kaufmann Center

25 Pittsburgh Courier Plant

26 Roosevelt Theatre

27 Jay Drug Store

28 Fireman’s Dept. Store

29 Bella’s Market

30 Letsche Elementary

31 Gordon’s Shoes

32 Johnson Studio

33 Lee’s Florist

34 Nesbit’s Pie Shop & Restaurant

35 Bayless Chop House

36 Dwelling House Savings & Loan Assoc.

37 Goode’s Pharmacy

38 Hendrickson, Tailor

39 Pernell’s Printing Shop

40 Owl Cab Company

41 Ruffles Bar Restaurant

42 Speck’s Market
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Religious Institutions

9 Macedonia Church of Pittsburgh

10 First Church of God

11 St. Luke Baptist Church

12 38 Miller Street

13 AME Zion Church Center

14 John Wesley AME Zion

15 Epiphany Catholic Church

177

18

17

17 Church of the Living God

18 First Muslim Mosque of Pittsburgh

LE GE N D

St Benedict the Moor Catholic Church

Ebenezer Baptist Church

3 Olivet Baptist Church

4 Central Baptist Church

Cavalry Baptist Church

Trinity AME Church

The Church of the Living God 

Grace Presbyterian

16  Hillcrest Seventh Day Adventist

16

S T UD I O  Z E W D E – GRE A T E R H I LL D I S T RI CT 1
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Jazz Institutions +Landmarks
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Anderson’s

Star Theatre
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10 Bobby Hinton’s

11 Washington Club

12 Loendi Social Club

13 Hurricane Bar & Grill

14 B & M Restaurant

15 Melody Bar

16 Harlem Casino

17 Granville Hotel

18 Pythian Temple/New  

Granada Theatre

19 88 Bar
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21

22
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24
25
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20 Ellis Hotel

21 Teenie Harris Studios

22 Crawford Grill 2

23 Perry Hotel

24 Mutt’s Hutt

25 Flamingo Hotel

26 Elmore Theatre/Savoy Ballroom

27 Pittsburgh Courier

27

Collins Inn/Paramount Club/Musician’s

S T UD I O  Z E W D E – GRE A T E R H I LL D I S T RI CT 1
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1

2 Leader House/Crawford Girll 1

3 Crystal Barber Shop

4

5

6 The Ritz/Bamboola Club

7 Blue Note Cafe/Kelly’s Bar

8 Stanley’s Bar

9 Derby Dan’s

LE GE N D
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Historic Businesses, Institutions, 

and Community Centers

Crossroads

History Loop

At the Crossroads: A Cultural Legacy Loop

17

9

Two-mileCulturalLegacyLoop  

ConnectingTenHistoricCrossroads



Previous Strategies: Buffers and Corridors

2021

Greater Hill District 

Cultural Legacy 

Framew ork

Hill District Green 

Print

2011

Hill District Master 

Plan

2009
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At the Crossroads: A History Loop

Devilliers Crossroads

Elmore Crossroads

Center of Faith +Activism

Jazz Hub of the Hill

Kirkpatrick Crossroads

Infrastructure +Transit

Chauncey Crossroads

Athletic Legacy

Herron Crossroads

Institutional Legacy
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The Crossroads



History of Streetscape as the

Stage
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Streetscape as the Stage
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Thefloorshowswhere therewasameatlockeratonetime.Thehistoryof thatroom iseverywhere.Itnevergot

cleaned up, with layers of stuff on layers of stuff on layers of stuff. I just keep adding layers of details aged to different 

eras, using differentmarkers anddifferentkindsof scotchtapetoshowhowlongithadbeenthere.

Theonlynewthingisthecalendar,whosepagewouldbethe currentmonth.”

“Inmymind, thesetisratherabstract--asortof livingcollage.”

- David Gallo, set designer for August Wilson’s original productions of the Pittsburgh Cycle

Streetscape as the Stage: Set Design and the Living 

Collage



Meeting 8/20/21: The Hill District and Celebrating Small Moments
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Vestige, n.

1.atrace,mark,orvisiblesignleftbysomethingvanishedorlost

2. the smallestquantityortrace

from the Latin vestigum: footprint
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TRANSITIONALSLIDE?
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Hierarchy Between Loop and Crossroads
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D RA FT  CULT URA L LE GA CY A S S E S S M E N T – D E CE M B E R 13, 2021

paving

trees
furnishings
development
green space
place-basedactivation
art

What We Have At Our Disposal



The Loop
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The Crossroads
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The Loop

paving
trees 
furnishings
development
green space
art
activation*

walk
navigate  
orient

} paving
trees
furnishings
development
activation*  
greenspace  
art

stay
}

The Crossroads



The History Loop and an Open Space

Strategy
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Street Trees

Hill District Street Trees

ADD PROPOSED LOOPPLANTING,  

HIGHLIGHT VACANTLOTS ONLOOP  

FOR GREENSPACE



S IZE : 7.2 ACRES S IZE : 8.1 ACRES S IZE : 12.3 AC RES S IZE : 13.4 AC RES

S IZE : 3.5 S IZE : 1.6S IZE : .6S IZE : .4

Hill District Public Parks: A Need for Unprogrammed Public Space

FRANK CURTO PARK AM M O N RECREATIO N CENTER

GRAHAM PARK GRANT VILLE  PARKLE T
M LK PARK VINCENNES PARKLE T

HARRO N PARK KENNARD PARK
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Developing Strategy: Historic Loop, Crossroads as Thresholds
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Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads
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Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads: Hill District Infrastructure and Independence

1

2

1

Jackie Robinson sitting in an Ow l Cab during a visit 

to the Hill District.
Ow l Cab drivers.

The Perry Hotel

The Elk Lodge parade dow n Wylie Avenue



Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads: Existing Land Uses
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Civic
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Vacant Parcel (Owned by URA)

Vacant Parcel (Privately Owned)

Existing and Potential First 

Floor Retail

Parking Lot
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Civic

Vacant Parcel (Owned by URA)

Vacant Parcel (Privately Owned)

Existing and Potential First 

Floor Retail
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C H U R CH
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R
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S
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Kirkpatrick Street Crossroads: Idealized Crossroads
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Proposed Development
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Proposed Street Planting Along Wylie and Centre
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Proposed Facade Activation
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Proposed Paving Strategy
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Proposed Crossroads Strategy
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Street as Stage



37S T UD I O  Z E W D E – GRE A T E R H I LL D I S T RI CT D RA FT  CULT URA L LE GA CY A S S E S S M E N T – D E CE M B E R 13, 2021

Activation/parade scene



Discussion
Q&A

Ideas for changes or possible new actions for 

Cultural Legacy and Historic Preservation?
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Historic Preservation

©M ithun



©M ithun





©M ithun

Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: Single 
Family
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: 
Rowhouses/ Attached 
Single Family
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: 

Duplex-Fourplex
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Housing Types: 

Apartments
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Neighborhood Fabric 

Building Types: 

Commercial & Mixed Use
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2011 Original Plan Historical Assets mapping



Discussion
Q&A

Ideas for changes or possible new actions for 

Cultural Legacy and Historic Preservation?
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