
Sylvan Avenue Trail

October 23rd, 2024

6 PM – 7 PM

Virtual



Purpose of the meeting

To clarify the scope of the Sylvan Avenue Trail, 
respond to feedback, and discuss opportunities.



Agenda

•Welcome and Introductions

•Project History and Scope

•Project Questions/Feedback
•Themes

•Opportunities



Introductions

•Jan Raether, Infrastructure Engagement 
Specialist, Mayor's Office

•Kim Lucas, Director, DOMI

•Eric Setzler, Chief Engineer, DOMI

•Mike Panzitta, Project Manager, DOMI



Meeting Norms

•Listen to learn

•Disagree respectfully

•Appreciate differences

•Be open to new ideas

•Assume best intentions



Project History and Scope

• Scope was identified as part of the 
Mon – Oakland Connector (MOC) in 
2018

•Original MOC Scope
• Phase 1: Oakland to Second Ave via 

Schenley Park

• Phase 2: Reopen Sylvan Ave

•Community opposed the 
autonomous vehicle component

•Our Money. Our Solutions. proposal
https://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/redtail/images/7883_Mon-
Oakland_Connector_12_03_19.pdf



Project History and Scope

• Our Money Our Solutions (2019)
• Trail/Bike improvements

• Create and maintain the Sylvan Avenue 
Corridor as a vehicle-free route for 
pedestrians and cyclists, managed with an 
emphasis on forest habitat restoration.

• Additional work completed:
• Irvine St. sidewalks

• Improve signals
• Hazelwood and Greenfield traffic 

calming

• Additional work being evaluated https://www.pittsburghforpublictransit.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MOC-
Communities-Street-and-Transit-Package-Letter-from-Deacon-Thomas-Berna-.pdf



Project History and Scope

• Greater Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan 
(2019)
• Address gaps in multi-modal network 

throughout the neighborhood. (p94)

• Improve Greater Hazelwood’s connection 
to other neighborhoods. (p19)

• Ensure that improvements to 
the Hazelwood Greenway 
include accessible bicycle trails that 
can provide a recreational and practical 
route to help move pedestrians and 
bicyclists around the neighborhood. (p95)

https://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/redtail/images/7601_Final_Hazelwood_Plan.pdf



Project History and Scope

•MOC project previously developed conceptual plans 
for Sylvan Ave between Greenfield Ave and Hazelwood 
Ave.
• Conceptual plans informed the recently completed on-

road section of Sylvan
• Conceptual plans currently being advanced to final design 

of the trail section.

•Project Scope
• 0.6 miles of newly paved and illuminated trail, ~14 feet 

wide including gravel.



Project History and Scope



Project Questions/Feedback

•Key Themes
•Community need/community input
•Budget
• Zoning and Development
• Stormwater/Runoff
• Landslides/Subsidence/Mines
•Access/Mobility
• Lighting/Electrification
•Opportunities



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Community Need/Input
•Existing bike facilities end at Saline, Three Rivers 

Heritage Trail/Hazelwood Green, and Glenwood 
bridge
•None of these bicycle facilities provide access to 

Hazelwood’s commercial areas.

•A future where the greenway is more of an 
amenity

•Neighborhood resilience



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Community Need/ Input
•Engagement Summary

• engage.pittsburghpa.gov/sylvan-avenue-trail

• April 26, 2022 - Community Meeting

• November 30, 2022 – Community Meeting

• August 22, 2024 – Community Meeting

•Outreach to Hazelwood Community Groups, 
Greenfield Community Association, door-to-door 
flyers, social media

•Why not Greenfield Baseball?
•Connections to Bud Hammer aren't in scope



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Budget
• Initial grant application and budget

• PennDOT Multimodal Transportation Fund (MTF) 70/30 Match
• $2,292,971 for construction

• $1,763,824 in State grant funding (2023 budget)

• $529,147 in local match (2023 budget)

• Planning
• ~$625 thousand for design (2023 budget)

•Reimbursable grant funding

•Discrepancies with grant application
• The cost estimates for project specific items like retaining walls are revised 

during design. Current approach uses fewer retaining walls than the conceptual 
plan to minimize impact



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Zoning and Development
•Project is located within Hazelwood Greenway

• Work will take place within the Right of Way (ROW) to the 
extent possible

• Stormwater management and slope remediation may be 
needed on City-Owned lots
• Coordinating all DEP and PWSA approvals

•No re-zoning has occurred or is proposed.

• The trail is consistent with existing nearby trails (Three 
Rivers Heritage Trail), and trail guidance



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Stormwater and Runoff
• How does the project address water concerns, stormwater 

and springs?
• Project team is in coordination with PADEP, ACCD, and City 

Planning for stormwater management

• Design will add vegetated swales and underdrains and convey to the 
existing storm system

• Level spreaders will distribute some flow downhill

• Permeable surfaces are being considered for portions of the trail

• Possible dam uphill from the project?
• Happy to learn more if someone wants to share additional details



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Stormwater and Runoff



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Landslides/Subsidence/Mines
• Project team is collecting soil cores this week to inform 

geotechnical design
• This will also inform construction

• Trail is being laid out to minimize earthworks and the use 
of retaining walls.
• Lowers cost, preserves the natural condition, reduces risk

• Acid Mine Drainage
• The project design better conveys water from the springs and seeps 

through vegetated swales

• AMD remediation is out of scope



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Access and Mobility
• Trail access at Sylvan Ave/Home Rule to the South and 

Sylvan/Waldeck to the north
• Exclusive to pedestrians and cyclists, with the exception of 

maintenance vehicles

• Greenfield Ave Connection
• DOMI is improving the bike network piece by piece, understand 

concerns about gaps

• Team is evaluating options for crossing Greenfield Ave. at Sylvan

• Additional improvements to the intersection are tied to Swinburne 
Bridge Project



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Access and Mobility

https://www.pittsburghpa.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/domi/documents/9994_pittsburgh_bike_plan_06_15_2020.pdf



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Access and Mobility
• ADA Accessibility

• Some portions of the trail exceed the 5% threshold for 
accessible routes due to topography, but ~4000 feet will be at <5% 
grade

• Additional connections in the future?
• Received comments for and against expansion to Bud 

Hammer Park/Bristol Street/Tredegar ROW
• Not currently in scope, but can be considered for future opportunities

• Waldeck St.
• Would like to hear more from the community about closing Waldeck 

St to through traffic



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Lighting and Electrification
• Pathway lighting

• City-standard, dark sky compliant, pedestrian scale lighting that will 
be operable overnight to serve mobility needs

• Cameras for security
• Would need to be coordinated with public safety, there may be 

opportunities, but not proposed

• Solar path/Kinetic battery roadway
• Not something that is currently in scope, and to pilot it would come 

with unknown maintenance and monitoring costs



Project Questions/Feedback – 
Opportunities
• Greenway improvements

• DOMI is focused on mobility improvements. City Council, City Planning, and 
DPW would help coordinate any additional improvements.

• Native plants/fruit trees/wildlife
• Suggestion has been shared with the landscape architect.

• Construction will include invasive species mitigation

• Historical Markers
• Requires additional coordination over what it should say and look like but can 

be evaluated.

• Utility removal
• PWSA already maintains active sewer infrastructure in the area.



Next Steps

•DOMI still has details to confirm

•DOMI will provide updates and collect 
feedback via EngagePGH and existing community 
meetings
• engage.pittsburghpa.gov/sylvan-avenue-trail

•Final plans will be on EngagePGH

•Hoping to construct in 2025

https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/sylvan-avenue-trail


Thank you!

Questions/Discussion/
Additional Opportunities

Jan Raether, Infrastructure Engagement Specialist, 
jan.raether@pittsburghpa.gov
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