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Our architecture, landmarks, historic districts, monuments, and artwork 
uplift community identity, public history, and evolving culture in Pittsburgh.

What we do

Our division ensures that art and culture have a 
place in public spaces and that the design of 
public spaces and civic structures has a positive 
impact on the City's public realm

Our work includes both new commissions and stewardship of 
existing public art and memorials



conservation collaborations percent for art

Pipe Movement in Blue I, Josefa Filkosky, 1983

We Are Pittsburgh, Joshua Chang & Aaron Ramon, 2018. 

Photo by Steel City Photo

Together, The Urban Conga, 2022. Photo by Sean Carroll

programs

400 Million Years of Water, John Peña, 2023. Photo by Sean Carroll

How we do it



Percent for Art

1% of municipal construction or building renovation budgets.

In 2023, Council adopted a change where the one percent 
of funds are based on the City's adopted annual budget 
for Capitol Construction or Renovation Projects

• Distributed more equitable citywide

• More flexible scopes to reflect community need

• Better community engagement and artistic process

• Higher budgets allowing for greater impact



Created by artist or team
May include designers, storytellers, performers, and other collaborators

Public Realm

Located on City property or in the right-of-way

City-owned
Percent for Art projects become part of the City public art collection

Permanent
Capitol funds require permeant installations, but elements may be limited-term or programmatic



Clockwise from upper right Paulson Spray Park Mural, Will Schlough, 2018; 7:11 AM 11.20.1979 79.55'W 40.27'N, Janet Zweig, 2009; Flora Marlana 

Adele Vassar 2024; Trail Meander, Carin Mincemoyer, 2023. Photo by Sean Carroll; Rooster Waiting For The Streetcar, James Simon 2021



The Storeytellers, Art in Parks Program. Left to Right Highland Park Zine, Alyssa Velazquez; What the Frick!, Sophia Fang; Riverview Park: A Park Legacy, An Ecosystem Out of Balance, 

Mark Kramer; Close Your Eyes and Listen, Sakena Washington

Pictures of the Future, Sans facon, 2024



Process

• Initial neighborhood engagement

• Issue Call for Artists

• Artist selection (with neighborhood input) and artist contracting

• Artist-led neighborhood engagement

• Conceptual development

• Preliminary Public Art & Civic Design (PACD) Commission review

• Design development

• Development Activities Meeting

• Final PACD Commission approval

• Implementation



The Manchester-Chateau Neighborhood Plan 

includes Cultural Heritage and Public Art

"Through public art, the preservation 

of historic architecture, and 

neighborhood branding and identity, 

this legacy can be expressed. This 

will require a unique combination of 

local, volunteer organization, non-

profits, and the City to accomplish 

this mission."



City of Pittsburgh Public Art Collection Map
There is no City-owned public art located in Manchester



We want to hear from you







What is important to you when it comes to art projects?

What is unique about Manchester?

Is public art valuable in City 
neighborhoods? Why or why not?

What themes or motifs would you like 
to see in public artwork?

Are there neighborhood needs that public art could address?

What locations do you think may be 
right for new public art?
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