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slope <2% slope >10% not ADA compliantSITE ANALYSIS  |   AC C E S S I B I L I T Y
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SITE ANALYSIS  |   V E G E TAT I O N
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0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

Allegheny Landing has dense tree coverage in the upper plaza that provides ample shade, but the site 
is divided by thick hedges that create a barrier toward the waterfront and lower park area.



Note: Floodplain Data generated utilizing the 2020 FEMA 

Depth Grid, 1% Annual Change LiDAR dataset.  Official 

Floodplain Mappings are to be verified by Pittsburgh’s 

City Floodplain Dept. for further design analysis
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T H E  P E R C E P T I O N  O F  T H E  L A N D I N G  T O D A Y

“Feels like an 
office park”

“Love the shade, 
keep the trees!”

“Great for picnics”

“There’s nothing 
going on”

“There are conflicts between fast-
moving & slow-moving traffic”

“Allegheny overlook  
was really nice”“A direct, accessible 

connection to the water 
is important!”

“There aren’t 
many flowers”

“The park looks cut off from the 
rest of the waterfront and city”

“I have lived here for 20 
years and did not know 

this park was here!”

“I like the motifs in the  
mosaic art, but understand the 

structure is closed-off”

“Movable chairs  
are good”

“The string lights 
are great”

“Love the art ”



R I V E R L I F E

covered event stage

play structure

pop-up vendor area

art installation area

universal accessibility

C O M M U N I T Y D E S I G N  T E A M

DESIGN PROGRAM ELEMENTS



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  |   C H A L K F E S T



H O W  W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  P L A Y  I N  T H E  P A R K ?

•	 shared swings, conversation spots, 
shaded play, and climbing 

•	 free outdoor community workout classes

•	 sculptural playground for adults

•	 play space for girls

•	 nature play, water-based play, and play 
for all ages

•	 artistic and colorful play element

I N T E R A C T I V E  A R T N AT U R E  P L AY WAT E R  P L AY



W H A T  L A N D S C A P E  W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  I N  T H E  P A R K ?

•	 places to sit and relax

•	 more flowers and native plants

•	 hammocks

•	 more trees and more shade

•	 gardens

•	 paths to the water

•	 accessible spaces

C O N N E C T I O N  TO  WAT E RLO U N G E  S E AT I N GS E AT I N G  AT R I V E R



H O W  W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  E X P E R I E N C E  A R T  I N  T H E  P A R K ?

•	 photographic backdrops 

•	 interactive lighting

•	 large-scale art pieces

•	 cool lamps

•	 rotating art and art events

•	 color!

U N D E R PA S S  L I G H T SL I G H T S C U L P T U R E SA C T I VAT E  U N D E R PA S S



W H A T  W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  D O  I N  T H E  P A R K ?

•	 an open multi-use space that is 
welcoming for families

•	 a place for people to have fun

•	 multi-cultural events

•	 outdoor movies

•	 access to pop-up shops, coffee, and 
food trucks

N I G H T C O M M U N I T Y E V E N T SA C T I V E  P L AYR E L A X AT I O N  &  L E I S U R E



W H A T  W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  S E E  I N  T H E  P A R K ?

•	 structures that provide shade

•	 restrooms and water fountains

•	 spaces for concerts and  
community events

•	 waterfront views

PAV I L I O N  F O R  G AT H E R I N GF U N  &  S C U L P T U R A L F O R M S



W H A T  D O  T H E  K I D S  I M A G I N E  I N  T H E  P A R K ?
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R I V E R L I F E

covered event stage

play structure

pop-up vendor area

art installation area

universal accessibility

C O M M U N I T Y

interactive art

nature play

water play

riverfront seating

lounge seating

connection to water

underpass activation

sculptural lighting

leisure & relaxation

active play

large scale community events

pavilion gathering space

fun & sculptural form

D E S I G N  T E A M

DESIGN PROGRAM ELEMENTS



SITE INVESTIGATION



R I V E R L I F E

covered event stage

play structure

pop-up vendor area

art installation area

universal accessibility

C O M M U N I T Y

interactive art

nature play

water play

riverfront seating

lounge seating

connection to water

underpass activation

sculptural lighting

leisure & relaxation

active play

large scale community events

pavilion gathering space

fun & sculptural form

D E S I G N  T E A M

convenience amenities

restroom partnership

connection/gateway to POP District

night vibrancy

fun & funky

DESIGN PROGRAM ELEMENTS



H O W  D O  W E  R E V I T A L I Z E  A L L E G H E N Y  L A N D I N G ?

P L AY F U L N E S S

use art, color, whimsy, and  
play for all ages to foster a sense of  

joy,  wonder, and exploration

A C T I VAT I O N

provide the framework for a range of activities 
and programming, from comfortable lounge 

seating to performance and event spaces

C O N N E C T I O N

create meaningful connections to the Northshore  
neighborhood, POP Arts District, and Cultural District to 

become a gathering space for Pittsburgh communities

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y

use green infrastructure and stormwater 
management strategies to ensure the park’s  

success for generations to come



D E S I G N  T H E S I S

With an infusion of art, color, whimsy, and play, 
Allegheny Landing will foster joy, wonder, and 
exploration to create meaningful connections to 
Pittsburgh’s Northshore neighborhood, POP Arts 
District, Cultural District, and greater community.

Utilizing green infrastructure and sustainable 
strategies, the Landing will provide a framework 
for a range of programming that accommodates 
both daily activity and event space, ensuring this 
public amenity success for generations to come.



CHARACTER IMAGERY  |   H I S TO R Y  &  A RT



CHARACTER IMAGERY  |   L A N D S C A P E



CHARACTER IMAGERY  |   PAT H S



CHARACTER IMAGERY  |   P L AY



CHARACTER IMAGERY  |   G R E E N  I N F R A S T RU C T U R E



CONCEPT ARCHITECTURE  |   I M AG E R Y



KEY PROGRAMS & ELEMENTS

E V E N T S PA C E

allow for a wide range of events,  
from festivals to concerts to  

community gatherings

O P E N  G R E E N  S PA C E

provide flexible open green  
space for a variety of uses  

and activities

P L AY

introduce play for all ages and  
explore the potential for  

combining art + play

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y

create a site that is  
universally accessible  
and welcoming to all



PRECEDENT STUDY  |   E V E N T  S PAC E  &  S TAG E

FA R E G R O U N D  PAV I L I O N

Pavilion: 1,220 SF

Capacity:

83 people  [15 SF/ person]

175 people  [7 SF/ person]

T H E  L A N D I N G  H OT E L A M P H I T H E AT E R

Stage: 3,200 SF  |  Amphitheater: 13,000 SF

Capacity:

867 people  [15 SF/ person]

1,858 people  [7 SF/ person]

G R A N D V I E W  PA R K  B A N D S TA N D

Bandstand: 1,500 SF  |  Amphitheater & Plaza: 5,600 SF

Capacity:

375 people  [15 SF/ person]

800 people  [7 SF/ person]



PRECEDENT STUDY  |   S TAG E  &  PAV I L I O N
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PRECEDENT STUDY  |   P L AY

WAT E R  S T E P S

Water Play: 7,000 SF

W I G H T M A N  PA R K

Play Structures & Slide: 13,000 SF

K I N G S B U RY C O M M O N S

Play Structures, Swings, Water Play 
& Loose Parts Nature Play: 19,000 SF



PRECEDENT STUDY  |   P L AY
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PRECEDENT STUDY  |   O P E N  G R E E N

B U H L C O M M U N I T Y PA R K

10,000 SF

Capacity:

666 people  [15 SF / person]

1,428 people  [7 SF / person] 

S C H E N L E Y P L A Z A

45,000 SF

Capacity:

3000 people  [15 SF / person]

6,428 people  [7 SF / person] 

F O N TA I N E  P L A Z A

4,000 SF

Capacity:

266 people  [15 SF / person]

571 people  [7 SF / person] 
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PRECEDENT STUDY  |   AC C E S S I B I L I T Y

A LC O A B U I L D I N G

Slope: 3.5% 

Easy slope

No handrails & landings required

P N C  PA R K

Slope: 5% 

Comfortable slope

Maximum slope before handrails & landings required

A L L E G H E N Y R I V E R F R O N T PA R K

Slope: 8.3% 

Maximum ramp slope

Handrails & landings required

1 4 ’  R I S E  @  3 . 5 %  =  4 0 0 ’  PAT H 1 4 ’  R I S E  @  5 %  =  2 8 0 ’  PAT H 1 4 ’  R I S E  @  8 . 3 %  =  2 0 0 ’  PAT H



PRECEDENT STUDY  |   AC C E S S I B I L I T Y
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0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

3 . 5 %  =  4 0 0 ’  PAT H
3 . 5 %  =  4 0 0 ’  PAT H

5 %  =  2 8 0 ’  PAT H
5 %  =  2 8 0 ’  PAT H

8 . 3 %  =  2 0 0 ’  PAT H
8 . 3 %  =  2 0 0 ’  PAT H
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P L AY

2 0 , 0 0 0  –  2 5 , 0 0 0  S F

PROGRAM SIZING GOALS

Capacity:

~750 people  [15 SF/ person]

~1,600 people  [7 SF/ person]

Capacity:

~600 people  [15 SF/ person]

~1,300 people  [7 SF/ person]
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THREAD  |   C O N C E P T  I M AG E R Y



THREAD  |   P L A N
N
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festoon lights over street

new shade trees

three forks sculpture

the builders sculpture

native planting

stone step scramble

stone step scramble

the hills garden

custom wood bench

terraced native planting

terraced native planting

existing riverfront walk

architectural shade structure
architectural shade structure

landform playground

painted mural walk

the ribbon

3D bronze wayfinding sign
existing smythe sculpture

restored birch and riparian woodland

overlook

painted mural walk

custom wood bench

seating area

existing river boardwalk

terraced amphitheater steps and lawn

custom play sculpture

mirror playground

balance beamsnature play area

architectural concrete

stagestage

signature stone slides

custom wood bench

woodland grove

event lawn

existing sugarman sculptureterraced stone walls

existing smythe sculpture

3D bronze wayfinding sign3D bronze wayfinding sign

architectural shade structure

grand stair

the ribbon

painted walk mural,
connection to Andy Warhol Museum

existing building

existing building
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O V E R LO O K



OVERLOOK  |   C O N C E P T  I M AG E R Y



OVERLOOK  |   P L A N
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0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

kayak launch

native planting area

paved street

custom art light installation

custom wood bench

precast concrete wall

hanover concrete pavers

wood stage

precast concrete stairs

street to be raised to be flush with the plaza

existing building

existing building

three forks sculpture

new shade trees 
(in silva cells)

kiosk with cafe and 
public restroom

squiggle beams

precast concrete stairs

event plaza

the riverlife playground

architectural shade structure

hammockswoodland grove

restored birch and  riparian woodland

stone bench

architectural shade structure

bronze 3D wayfinding sign

existing smythe sculpture

terraced planting

locally sourced stone paving flat flexible lawn

architectural
shade 

structure

relocated sugarman sculpture

wooden pedestrian boardwalk

existing smythe sculpture

bike path

bike path

pedestrian path

proposed metal bar grating bike bridge

wooden pedestrian boardwalk

hammock

custom wood bench

the builders sculpture

custom wood bench

custom art light installation

accessible concrete walk

restored birch and riparian 
woodland planting on hillside

fern grotto garden
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E L E VAT E
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ELEVATE  |   P L A N
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0’ 20’ 40’ 80’

custom wood bench

festival street

relocated sugarman sculpture

locally sourced stone paving

water splash play

native planting

three forks sculpture

the hills garden

retail / coffee 
restroom

opportunity

elevated canopy walk,
connection to Andy Warhol Bridge

custom wood bench

restored birch and  riparian woodland

3D bronze wayfinding sign

smythe sculpture

metal bar grating bike bridge

cloud canopy under bridge

amphitheater terraces

rolly polly hillside

flexible lawn

upper plaza

“the trees” art play installation

potential new art installation

stone step scramble

Kids play-dough play installation

slide

nature playscapewoodsy adventure play

smythe sculpture

existing building

existing building
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constructed wetland

hillock tunnels

accessible concrete walk

stepped amphitheater

stone bench

art light tunnel

the builders sculpture
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Thank you!


